
 

 

THE GATHERING 

The service of worship begins with the prelude; quiet is requested as you enter  
the sanctuary and prepare for worship. In the spirit of Christian fellowship,  
we invite you to wear a name tag which is available from the greeters. As a 
community that prays with and for one another, we invite you to share your  
joys and concerns by using the prayer cards available from the ushers and in  
the pew racks. Those parts of the Service of Worship in which the congregation 
participates in word or song are noted in bold type.    Please stand as you are able. 

PRELUDE In dulci jubilo Buxtehude  

* HYMN 11       O Lord, How Shall I Meet You?  Valet Will Ich Dir Geben 

* CALL TO WORSHIP: 

Leader:  Who was Mary, that she should be chosen? 

People:  She was a person of humility. 

Leader:  Who was she, that God should look upon her? 

People:  She was one who would say yes to God. 

Leader:  Sing a song of rejoicing! For God has lifted up God’s people. 

People:  Celebrate the good news, for God has truly come among us. 

INTROIT  Praetorius 
A great and mighty wonder, A full and holy cure! 
The Virgin bears the Infant With virgin honour pure. 
Repeat the hymn again! ‘To God on high be glory,  
And peace on earth to men!’ 
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CALL TO CONFESSION   

PRAYER OF CONFESSION 

Lord, we love to hear the story of your coming.  We marvel that God 
would take a young woman from a small town to accomplish God’s 
purpose.  We are called to thoughtfulness when Mary proclaims the 
power of God.  But we confess our failure to connect your story to our 
lives.  We have too often forgotten that God can use us to accomplish 
God's purposes of healing and hope.  Empower us with your Spirit to 
proclaim your love in word and deed to those who at this time feel 
rejected, unwanted, and lonely.  We ask this in your name. 

PRAYERS OF SILENT AND INDIVIDUAL CONFESSION 

WORDS OF ASSURANCE 

Leader: Friends, believe and proclaim the Good News:  
 in Jesus Christ, love breaks through hatred, hope breaks 

through despair, life breaks through death. 

People:  In Jesus Christ, we are forgiven, loved, and set free.   
Thanks be to God!  Amen. 

LIGHTING OF THE ADVENT CANDLE   The Ramos/Beharry Family  

* CONGREGATIONAL RESPONSE (all sing) 

Rejoice, rejoice.  Emmanuel shall come to thee O Israel.  

* EXCHANGE OF PEACE 

 Leader: Let us open our hearts to one another as Christ has opened         
 his heart to us, and God will be glorified. 

 People: The peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you. 

(Exchange Signs of Reconciliation and the Peace of Christ with your 
neighbor - e.g., “The Peace of the Lord Jesus Christ be with you.”  

Response - “And also with you.”) 

TIME WITH CHILDREN 

* HYMN 16     The Angel Gabriel from Heaven Came  Gabriel’s Message 

+ Children leave for Church School Classes.  Youth remain in Worship. + 



 

 

THE WORD 

PRAYER FOR ILLUMINATION 

FIRST LESSON 2 Samuel 7:1-11,16 

ANTHEM Veni Emanuel Zoltan Kodaly 
(The translation may be found in the Hymnal at No. 9) 

SECOND LESSON Luke 1:26-38 

SERMON                              “Favor” Rev. Richard S. Hong 

THE OFFERING   

OFFERTORY Mary’s Magnificat arr. John Rutter 
  SANDRA RUGGLES, SOPRANO 

Softly a light is stealing, Sweetly a maiden sings,  
Ever wakeful, ever wistful.  
Watching faithfully, thankfully, tenderly her King of Kings. 
 

My soul doth magnify the Lord; And my spirit hath rejoiced in God my saviour. 
Mary her song to Jesus Softly, serenely sings:  
"I will love you, I will serve you,  
May my lullaby glorify, magnify my King of Kings. Lullaby. 

* THE DOXOLOGY                    Old Hundredth 

 Praise God, from whom all blessings flow;  
 Praise God all creatures here below.   
 Praise God above, ye heavenly host.  
 Creator, Son and Holy Ghost. Amen. 

PASTORAL PRAYER & THE LORD’S PRAYER 

 Our Father who art in heaven, hallowed be thy name.  Thy 
 kingdom come, thy will be done, on earth as it is in heaven.   
 Give us this day our daily bread; and forgive us our debts, as we 
 forgive our debtors; and lead us not into temptation, but deliver  
 us from evil.  For thine is the kingdom and the power and the  
 glory, forever. Amen.  



  

 

  THE SENDING OUT 

* HYMN 27          Gentle Mary Laid Her Child  Tempus Adest Floridum 

* BENEDICTION    

CHORAL AMEN 

POSTLUDE Noël Estranger d’Aquin  

Our worship ends with the conclusion of the Postlude. (It is the custom of our church to 
remain seated. Those who wish to leave may do so.) 
 

*     *     *     *     * 



 

 

TODAY’S SCRIPTURE READINGS 

2 Samuel 7:1-11,16 (NRSV) 
 Now when the king was settled in his house, and the LORD had 
given him rest from all his enemies around him, 2the king said to the 
prophet Nathan, “See now, I am living in a house of cedar, but the ark 
of God stays in a tent.” 3Nathan said to the king, “Go, do all that you 
have in mind; for the LORD is with you.” 
 4But that same night the word of the LORD came to Nathan:  
5Go and tell my servant David: Thus says the LORD: Are you the one to 
build me a house to live in? 6I have not lived in a house since the day I 
brought up the people of Israel from Egypt to this day, but I have been 
moving about in a tent and a tabernacle. 7Wherever I have moved about 
among all the people of Israel, did I ever speak a word with any of the 
tribal leaders of Israel, whom I commanded to shepherd my people 
Israel, saying, “Why have you not built me a house of cedar?” 8Now 
therefore thus you shall say to my servant David: Thus says the LORD of 
hosts: I took you from the pasture, from following the sheep to be prince 
over my people Israel; 9and I have been with you wherever you went,  
and have cut off all your enemies from before you; and I will make for 
you a great name, like the name of the great ones of the earth. 10And I 
will appoint a place for my people Israel and will plant them, so that 
they may live in their own place, and be disturbed no more; and 
evildoers shall afflict them no more, as formerly, 11from the time that I 
appointed judges over my people Israel; and I will give you rest from all 
your enemies. Moreover the LORD declares to you that the LORD will 
make you a house. 16Your house and your kingdom shall be made sure 
forever before me; your throne shall be established forever. 
 
Luke 1:26-38 (NRSV) 
 In the sixth month the angel Gabriel was sent by God to a town 
in Galilee called Nazareth, 27to a virgin engaged to a man whose name 
was Joseph, of the house of David. The virgin’s name was Mary. 28And 
he came to her and said, “Greetings, favored one! The Lord is with you.” 
29But she was much perplexed by his words and pondered what sort of 
greeting this might be. 30The angel said to her, “Do not be afraid, Mary, 
for you have found favor with God. 31And now, you will conceive in 
your womb and bear a son, and you will name him Jesus. 32He will be 
great, and will be called the Son of the Most High, and the Lord God 



  

 

will give to him the throne of his ancestor David. 33He will reign over 
the house of Jacob forever, and of his kingdom there will be no end.” 
34Mary said to the angel, “How can this be, since I am a virgin?” 35The 
angel said to her, “The Holy Spirit will come upon you, and the power 
of the Most High will overshadow you; therefore the child to be born 
will be holy; he will be called Son of God. 36And now, your relative 
Elizabeth in her old age has also conceived a son; and this is the sixth 
month for her who was said to be barren. 37For nothing will be 
impossible with God.” 38Then Mary said, “Here am I, the servant of  
the Lord; let it be with me according to your word.” Then the angel 
departed from her. 
 

*     *     *     *     * 


